
Central Catholic Summer Reading 2026 
Summer reading assignments are a valuable tool for our junior high and  high school students, 
offering benefits that extend far beyond the summer months. By encouraging students to read 
and learn during the break, our teachers can help prepare them for academic success and lifelong 
learning. Here are some of the key benefits: 
 
Improved Reading Skills: Reading is a skill that improves with practice, and summer reading 
assignments provide students with an opportunity to practice their reading skills during the 
break. By reading regularly over the summer, students can improve their reading speed, 
comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills. 
 
Exposure to New Ideas and Perspectives: Summer reading assignments can play an essential 
role in the academic and spiritual development of students attending Catholic schools. These 
assignments provide students with the opportunity to engage in meaningful reading and critical 
thinking activities outside of the classroom, which can help to reinforce the importance of 
lifelong learning and intellectual curiosity. Additionally, summer reading assignments can help 
students to deepen their understanding of Catholic teachings and values by exposing them to 
literature that explores themes of morality, ethics, and social justice. By completing summer 
reading assignments, students can develop stronger reading comprehension skills, expand their 
vocabulary, and improve their writing abilities, all of which can contribute to their overall 
academic success. Furthermore, summer reading can encourage students to develop a love of 
reading that can last a lifetime, providing them with an enriching and rewarding activity that they 
can continue to enjoy long after they have graduated from Catholic school. 
 
Encourages Lifelong Learning: Summer reading assignments can help instill a love of reading 
in students and encourage them to continue reading and learning throughout their lives. By 
making reading a regular part of their lives, students can continue to grow intellectually and 
develop a deeper appreciation for literature. 
 
There is no written assignment for summer reading, however incoming students of each grade 
level will be asked to participate during in class discussions about the book the first few days of 
school. Note taking is not required but is encouraged. 
 
Summer reading books must be independently acquired by the student. You may purchase 
yourself or borrow from your local library. 
 
 
 

 



 

7th Grade 
  
Title: A Long Walk to Water 
Author: Linda Sue Park 
Publishing year: 2011 
 
Summary: A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two 
eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. Nya goes to the pond to fetch water 
for her family. She walks eight hours every day. Salva walks away from his war-torn village 
becoming one of the “lost boys” of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as 
they search for their families and safety. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by 
armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on 
to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 
 
Disclaimers: A Long Walk to Water deals with the Second Sudanese Civil War and occasionally 
addresses, without excessive graphic detail, the deaths of children and adults. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: A Long Walk to Water can be taught through a Catholic lens by 
focusing on themes of hopefulness, perseverance, forgiveness, and Catholic social teaching 
including human dignity, suffering, and care for the vulnerable. It provides the opportunity to 
discuss the importance and relevancy of Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and the 
Beatitudes in our current world. 

8th Grade 

Title: Things Not Seen 
Author: Andrew Clements 
Publishing year: 2002 
  
Summary: Things Not Seen is a young adult science fiction novel about 15-year-old Bobby 
Phillips, who wakes up one February morning in his Chicago home to discover that he is 
suddenly and inexplicably invisible. Suspense builds as Bobby’s highly-educated parents 
immediately become concerned about how the government will react if it finds out about 
Bobby’s transformation. They immediately begin lying to school officials to explain Bobby’s 
extended absence while they search frantically for an explanation of the invisibility and a way to 
reverse it. In the process, Bobby forms a friendship with a blind girl, who helps him do his own 
investigating.  
 

https://www.amazon.com/Long-Walk-Water-Based-Story/dp/0547577311
https://a.co/d/09L6cDCE


 

Disclaimers: Things Not Seen is appropriate for a young adult audience, with minimal to no 
profanity or other inappropriate material. At times, Bobby must move about in public places 
without wearing clothes, which creates awkward and dangerous situations, but the novel does not 
have any sexual content. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: Teaching Things Not Seen through a Catholic lens provides 
opportunities to explore themes of child protection, invasion of privacy, and how conscientious 
law enforcement officials can be placed in the role of antagonist. 

 

 

9th Grade 
  
Title: The Red Badge of Courage 
 Author: Stephen Crane 
Publishing year: 1895 
 
Summary: The novel is told through the eyes of Henry Fleming, a young soldier caught up in an 
unnamed Civil War battle who is motivated not by the unselfish heroism of conventional war 
stories, but by fear, cowardice, and finally, egotism. However, in his struggle to find reality amid 
the nightmarish chaos of war, the young soldier also discovers courage, humility, and perhaps, 
wisdom. 
  
Disclaimer: The Red Badge of Courage is one of the first “true” war novels, and has descriptions 
of violence and conflict that are realistic. This realism does not glorify the violence, but shows 
the negative consequences of it 
 
Teaching with a Catholic lens: The Red Badge of Courage can be taught with a Catholic lens that 
emphasizes the value of human life and discusses what virtue and true courage look like. There 
are opportunities to discuss how Catholics should approach conflict, their motivations for the 
choices they make, and how they should view fellow humans made in God’s image.  
 
 
  
 

https://www.amazon.com/Badge-Courage-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486264653/ref=sr_1_1?crid=18YDQDBTTQM4U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mmTsHh_ri85l23SSI0T5J_rznq1BcWxvf7OaO6AQcBaB7pxMo2c_dCN3_nKqPwK12UgVd6uv4F609kIjQyBwczrcxSkHimM1PAeH7gXhO-BLjoG_k9Htujzq69I2mqynrj2aYWyibja47qT77_FYw7gWDbn1Nq9EtiLBHfEPz1UNDr7MDIt-1irtOYYmdfmEluCokxRVZKmUJseHPFDXb3O0pyH2SzK97F9uFqCtRso.58EtZy2agwaaMKuUyjQLOtHyGydLfXkdvtSByaVSgxY&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+red+badge+of+courage+book&qid=1777984874&sprefix=the+red+ba%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1


 

10th Grade 
  
Title: Pride and Prejudice 
Author: Jane Austen 
Publishing year: 1813 
  
Summary: Pride and Prejudice is a classic novel set in rural England during the late 18th 
century. The story follows Elizabeth Bennet, a witty and independent young woman from a 
modest family, and her interactions with Mr. Darcy, a wealthy and reserved gentleman. Despite 
their initial dislike for each other, they gradually come to understand and appreciate each other's 
virtues, leading to a tumultuous courtship that is complicated by their own pride and prejudice, 
as well as the social conventions and expectations of their time. 
  
Disclaimers: Pride and Prejudice contains no explicit violence or sexual content, but does 
contain themes of classism and sexism that may require explanation or discussion. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: Pride and Prejudice can be taught with a Catholic lens by 
exploring the themes of virtue, marriage, and family. The novel raises important questions about 
the role of virtue and character in shaping one's identity and relationships, as well as the 
importance of mutual respect and understanding in building healthy relationships. The novel can 
also be used to explore the Church's teachings on marriage and family life, particularly the idea 
of marriage as a sacrament and a vocation that calls individuals to a life of service and sacrifice. 
Additionally, the novel can be used to discuss the role of social justice in promoting the common 
good and overcoming systemic injustice, particularly with regard to the themes of classism and 
sexism that are present in the novel. Finally, the novel can be used to discuss the virtues of 
prudence and temperance, as Elizabeth and Darcy learn to navigate their own emotions and 
desires in the context of their social and cultural expectations. 
 
  
Title: A Separate Peace 
Author: John Knowles 
Publishing year: 1959 
  
Summary: A Separate Peace is a coming-of-age novel set in an all-boys preparatory school 
during the summer of 1942. The story follows the narrator, Gene Forrester, and his relationship 
with his charismatic and athletic roommate, Phineas. As the two boys navigate their final year of 
school, they confront issues of identity, competition, jealousy, and betrayal. Ultimately, the novel 
explores the themes of friendship, guilt, and the loss of innocence that come with the transition 
from adolescence to adulthood. 

https://www.amazon.com/Pride-Prejudice-Jane-Austen/dp/9083127001/ref=asc_df_9083127001/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=475857388704&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13322715793552014628&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9016722&hvtargid=pla-1142149889967&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Separate-Peace-John-Knowles/dp/0743253973/ref=sr_1_1?hvadid=616863397344&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9016722&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=3779473997933323520&hvtargid=kwd-50513952&hydadcr=24659_13611768&keywords=a+separate+peace&qid=1680718641&sr=8-1


 

  
Disclaimers: A Separate Peace contains some mild language and references to adolescent 
sexuality and violence. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: A Separate Peace can be taught with a Catholic lens by exploring 
the themes of sin, redemption, and grace. The novel raises important questions about the human 
experience of sin and the need for reconciliation and forgiveness in order to heal broken 
relationships. The character of Gene, in particular, can be seen as an example of the universal 
human experience of sin and the need for repentance and conversion. Additionally, the novel can 
be used to explore the concept of grace as an unmerited gift from God that enables individuals to 
overcome their own limitations and shortcomings. Finally, the novel can be used to discuss the 
role of friendship and community in promoting the common good and helping individuals to 
overcome their own weaknesses and failures. 
  
  
Title: Queen of the Tiles 
Author: Hanna Alkaf 
Publishing year: 2021 
  
Summary: When Najwa Bakri walks into her first Scrabble competition since her best friend’s 
death, it’s with the intention to heal and move on with her life. Perhaps it wasn’t the best idea to 
choose the very same competition where said best friend, Trina Low, died. It seems that even 
though Najwa is trying to change, she’s not ready to give up Trina just yet. 
 
But the same can’t be said for all the other competitors. With Trina, the Scrabble Queen herself, 
gone, the throne is empty, and her friends are eager to be the next reigning champion. All’s fair 
in love and Scrabble, but all bets are off when Trina’s formerly inactive Instagram starts posting 
again, with cryptic messages suggesting that maybe Trina’s death wasn’t as straightforward as 
everyone thought. And maybe someone at the competition had something to do with it. 
 
As secrets are revealed and the true colors of her friends are shown, it’s up to Najwa to find out 
who’s behind these mysterious posts—not just to save Trina’s memory, but to save herself. 
  
Disclaimers: Queen of the Tiles does not contain any explicit language, sex, or violence. 
However, it does address themes of discrimination and gender inequality. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: Queen of the Tiles can be taught with a Catholic lens by exploring 
the themes of justice, compassion, and the dignity of all human beings. The novel raises 
important questions about the ways in which discrimination and prejudice can harm individuals 
and communities. The character of Nurul can be seen as an example of the importance of 

https://www.amazon.com/Queen-Tiles-Hanna-Alkaf/dp/1534494553


 

perseverance, determination, and the pursuit of one's dreams in the face of adversity. 
Additionally, the novel can be used to explore the Catholic view of gender equality and the 
importance of treating all individuals with respect and dignity, regardless of their gender, race, or 
social status. The novel can also be used to discuss the importance of community-building and 
the ways in which individuals can work together to create a more just and compassionate society. 
 
 

11th Grade  
  
Title: A Year to The Day 
Author: Robin Benway 
Publishing year: 2022 
  
Summary: A young woman in Southern California struggles with the agony of her sister’s death 
from a car accident. Sixteen-year-old Leo’s favorite person was her older sister, Nina, whose 
outspoken, funny persona endeared her to many. In a series of chronologically reversed vignettes 
over the course of the year since Nina’s death, ending with one that takes place just hours before 
the accident that takes her life, Benway presents a nuanced, realistic portrait of the losses 
experienced by those closest to Nina—Leo; their mother, father, and stepmother; and Nina’s 
boyfriend, East. The novel’s structure is an interesting and mostly successful narrative technique: 
While the movement of time can be a little difficult to track, the dates that preface each chapter, 
labeled in terms of where they fall in relation to the accident, help to keep the timeline from 
becoming too confusing so readers can focus on the moving exploration of grief in all its 
unpredictable messiness. Authentic, often sarcastically funny dialogue and texts bring a lightness 
and grim humor to interactions Leo has with East and others. Her divorced parents and 
stepmother are poignantly developed secondary characters, and the intricate dynamics of Leo’s 
relationships with each of them underscore the ripple effect that occurs in families following a 
tragic loss. An intelligent, compassionate examination of a family enduring a nightmare. 
  
Disclaimers: A Year to The Day contains some language and references to mature themes such as 
sexuality and substance use. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: There are themes of forgiveness, compassion, working through 
suffering and hard times. Many of the characters navigate through their grief of a loss in both 
positive and negative ways. As the book is a story “in-reverse” you are introduced to the 
characters without learning how they got to that state. As the book progresses we see how they 
became the character they are in the beginning.   
 

https://www.amazon.com/Year-Day-Robin-Benway/dp/0062854437/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YN37FXGN4PF&keywords=A+Year+to+The+Day&qid=1680718717&sprefix=a+year+to+the+day%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1


 

Title: Inherit the Wind 
Author: Jerome Lawrence and Robert Lee 
Publishing year: 1955 
  
Summary: Inherit the Wind is a dramatic play that fictionalizes the famous 1925 Scopes 
"Monkey" Trial, which debated the legality of teaching evolution in public schools. The story is 
set in the small town of Hillsboro, where schoolteacher Bertram Cates is put on trial for teaching 
Darwin’s theory of evolution, challenging the state law that mandates the teaching of 
creationism. The courtroom drama pits two legal titans against each other: Henry Drummond, 
defending Cates and the right to think, and Matthew Harrison Brady, representing the 
prosecution and traditional values. The play explores themes of intellectual freedom, the conflict 
between science and religion, and the right to think and speak freely. 
  
Disclaimers: The play uses period-appropriate language and may include some strong language 
reflecting the heated nature of the debate. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: Inherit the Wind can be taught with a Catholic lens by examining 
the themes of faith, reason, and the search for truth. Catholic teaching holds that faith and reason 
are complementary rather than contradictory. The play provides an excellent platform for 
discussing how scientific understanding and religious belief can coexist. Students can explore the 
Catholic Church's stance on the theory of evolution, which allows for the compatibility of 
evolution with the belief in divine creation. 
 
The character of Henry Drummond can be seen as an advocate for intellectual freedom and the 
importance of questioning and seeking understanding, which aligns with the Catholic tradition of 
scholarly pursuit and theological inquiry. Additionally, the play invites discussion on the moral 
and ethical dimensions of education, the role of conscience, and the dignity of human intellect. 
By engaging with these themes, students can reflect on how to balance respect for religious 
traditions with the need for academic freedom and the pursuit of knowledge, emphasizing the 
Catholic view that truth, whether revealed through faith or discovered through science, 
ultimately leads to a deeper understanding of God. 
  
 
Title: My Antonia 
Author: Willa Cather 
Publishing year: 1918 
  
Summary: My Antonia is a novel by Willa Cather that tells the story of Jim Burden, an orphaned 
boy who moves from Virginia to Nebraska to live with his grandparents. There, he meets and 
becomes friends with Antonia Shimerda, a Bohemian immigrant girl who also lives in the area. 

https://a.co/d/hRh9gs1
https://www.amazon.com/My-Antonia-Willa-Cather/dp/B08DDYXLD1/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=6H6Y4WWVOZ0Z&keywords=My+Antonia&qid=1680718770&sprefix=my+antonia%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFNSlpUMjFVU1o0V0UmZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTA5MDg0NDQxUUZQUDBPNkRLRUZNJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAyODI5MDIxTDFZODJBQjdUTFdNJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==


 

The book follows their friendship over several years as they both grow up and face the 
challenges of life on the Nebraska prairie. 
  
Disclaimers: My Antonia contains some descriptions of violence and sex, although these are not 
graphic or gratuitous. The novel also includes some language that may be considered outdated or 
offensive by modern readers. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: My Antonia can be taught with a Catholic lens by emphasizing the 
themes of community, friendship, and perseverance in the face of adversity. The book portrays 
the struggles and joys of life on the prairie, and can be used to explore Catholic social teaching 
on solidarity, the common good, and the dignity of work. Additionally, the character of Antonia 
can be seen as an example of the virtue of fortitude, as she faces numerous challenges and 
hardships throughout the book with strength and resilience. 
 
 
Title: Our Town 
Author: Thornton Wilder 
Publishing year: 1938 
  
Summary: Our Town is a play that follows the lives of the people in the small town of Grover's 
Corners, New Hampshire, during the early 20th century. Through the stories of the town's 
residents, the play explores the themes of life, death, and the fleeting nature of time. The play is 
divided into three acts: "Daily Life," "Love and Marriage," and "Death and Eternity." The play is 
known for its minimalistic set design and its use of the Stage Manager, who narrates the action 
and provides commentary on the events. 
  
Disclaimers: Our Town contains some mature themes such as death, grief, and the challenges of 
marriage. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: Our Town can be taught with a Catholic lens by exploring the 
themes of life, death, and the importance of community. The play raises important questions 
about the meaning and purpose of human existence and the role that faith and spirituality can 
play in our lives. The character of the Stage Manager can be seen as an example of the 
importance of guidance and wisdom in navigating the challenges and joys of life. Additionally, 
the play can be used to explore the Catholic view of community and the importance of 
supporting and caring for one another as members of the body of Christ. The play's exploration 
of death and the afterlife can also provide an opportunity for students to reflect on their own 
beliefs about the nature of the soul and the promise of eternal life. 
  

https://www.amazon.com/Our-Town-Play-Three-Acts/dp/0063003996/ref=sr_1_2?crid=WOJJXR5N3D51&keywords=Our+Town&qid=1680718788&sprefix=our+town%2Caps%2C98&sr=8-2


 

12th Grade 
 
  
Title: Sense and Sensibility 
Author: Jane Austen 
Publishing year: 1811 
  
Sense and Sensibility is a novel that explores the lives and romantic fortunes of the Dashwood 
sisters, Elinor and Marianne, after their father’s death leaves them in reduced circumstances. 
Elinor embodies "sense" with her rationality and restraint, while Marianne represents 
"sensibility" with her emotional and impulsive nature. The novel follows their contrasting 
approaches to life and love, depicting their struggles with societal expectations, financial 
difficulties, and romantic entanglements. Through their experiences, Austen delves into themes 
of love, marriage, social class, and the balance between reason and emotion. 
  
Disclaimers: The novel uses early 19th-century English, which may include some archaic 
expressions and vocabulary. 
 
Teaching with a Catholic lens: Sense and Sensibility can be effectively taught through a Catholic 
lens by focusing on themes such as virtue, the moral consequences of actions, and the 
importance of family and community. The contrasting characteristics of Elinor and Marianne 
provide a basis for discussing the Catholic virtues of prudence, temperance, and fortitude. 
Elinor’s sense reflects prudence and temperance, embodying the idea that reason and self-control 
are essential for making morally sound decisions. Marianne’s sensibility, while passionate and 
sincere, often leads her into imprudent decisions, illustrating the need for balance between 
emotion and reason. 
 
The novel also explores the importance of forgiveness and reconciliation, particularly in the 
relationships between the characters. Marianne’s eventual recognition of her own flaws and her 
reconciliation with her family and friends reflect the Catholic principles of repentance and 
forgiveness. Elinor’s steadfastness and loyalty to her family, even in difficult circumstances, 
highlight the virtue of charity and the significance of familial bonds. 
 
Additionally, the novel critiques the materialism and superficiality of certain societal norms, 
aligning with Catholic teachings that emphasize the intrinsic value of individuals over their 
social status or wealth. The emphasis on moral integrity, sincere relationships, and the ultimate 
triumph of virtue over vice can lead to discussions on how Catholic values can guide one's 
actions and decisions in the pursuit of a good and meaningful life. 
 

https://a.co/d/2kiMVtC


 

By examining these themes, students can gain a deeper understanding of how Austen’s 
characters navigate the challenges of their society in ways that resonate with Catholic teachings 
on virtue, morality, and the importance of balancing sense and sensibility in one’s life. 
 
 
Title: Great Expectations 
Author: Charles Dickens 
Publishing year: 1861 
  
Summary: Great Expectations is a classic novel by Charles Dickens that follows the life of an 
orphan named Pip. Raised by his sister and her kind-hearted husband Joe Gargery, Pip's life 
changes dramatically when he is introduced to the wealthy but reclusive Miss Havisham and her 
beautiful, cold-hearted ward, Estella. Pip falls in love with Estella and yearns to become a 
gentleman to win her affection. His dreams seem to come true when he receives a large fortune 
from an unknown benefactor. However, as Pip navigates the complexities of London society and 
discovers the true identity of his benefactor, he learns valuable lessons about loyalty, humility, 
and the true nature of happiness and wealth. 
  
Disclaimers: The novel contains Victorian-era language, which may include some archaic terms 
and expressions. The book also includes some instances of violence, such as fights, and darker 
themes, including crime and punishment. 
 
Teaching with a Catholic lens: Great Expectations offers numerous opportunities to explore 
themes from a Catholic perspective, particularly those of redemption, forgiveness, and the moral 
consequences of one's actions. Pip's journey from innocence to experience can be seen as a 
metaphor for the Christian journey towards self-awareness and redemption. His ultimate 
realization that true gentility comes from character rather than social status aligns with Catholic 
teachings on the intrinsic worth of every individual, irrespective of their social standing. 
 
The novel also emphasizes the importance of compassion and forgiveness. Joe Gargery's 
unwavering kindness and forgiveness towards Pip, despite Pip's initial ingratitude and social 
snobbery, can be seen as an embodiment of Christ-like love and forgiveness. Miss Havisham’s 
character, who is consumed by revenge and bitterness, serves as a cautionary tale about the 
destructive power of unforgiveness and the importance of healing and reconciliation. 
 
The transformation of Pip’s character, particularly his eventual humility and recognition of Joe 
and Biddy’s true goodness, highlights the Catholic virtues of humility, repentance, and the 
recognition of one’s own faults. Discussions can focus on the idea that true wealth is found in 
love, relationships, and moral integrity, rather than material possessions or social status. By 

https://a.co/d/ewubGfd


 

examining these themes, students can reflect on the importance of living a life grounded in 
Christian values and the enduring significance of spiritual wealth over worldly success. 
 
 
Title: Jane Eyre 
Author: Charlotte Bronte 
Publishing year: 1847 
  
Summary: Jane Eyre is a novel that follows the life of Jane Eyre, a young woman who 
overcomes adversity to find love and happiness. The novel is set in the early 19th century and 
explores themes such as social class, gender, religion, and morality. Jane Eyre is orphaned at a 
young age and grows up in the home of her cruel aunt, Mrs. Reed. After a difficult childhood, 
she becomes a governess at Thornfield Hall and falls in love with her employer, Mr. Rochester. 
As their relationship develops, secrets are revealed that threaten to tear them apart. 
  
Disclaimers: Jane Eyre contains themes of abuse, trauma, and mental illness. It also contains 
some mild violence and mature themes. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: Jane Eyre can be taught with a Catholic lens by exploring the 
themes of morality, redemption, and the importance of virtue. The novel raises important 
questions about the nature of love, the importance of treating others with compassion and 
respect, and the challenges faced by women in patriarchal societies. The character of Jane Eyre 
can be seen as an example of the importance of perseverance, faith, and self-respect in the face 
of adversity. Additionally, the novel can be used to explore the Catholic view of marriage and the 
importance of commitment, fidelity, and sacrifice in romantic relationships. The character of Mr. 
Rochester can be seen as an example of the importance of repentance and seeking forgiveness for 
our mistakes. 
 
 
Title: The Tempest 
Author: William Shakespeare 
Publishing year: 1611 
  
Summary: The Tempest is one of William Shakespeare’s most renowned plays, revolving around 
themes of power, forgiveness, and the supernatural. The story is set on a remote island where 
Prospero, the rightful Duke of Milan, has been living in exile with his daughter Miranda after 
being usurped by his brother Antonio. Using his magical powers, Prospero conjures a storm (the 
tempest) that shipwrecks his brother and other nobles on the island. The play unfolds as Prospero 
uses his magic to control and manipulate the shipwrecked characters, ultimately seeking 
reconciliation and justice. Key characters include the spirit Ariel, the monstrous Caliban, and the 

https://www.amazon.com/Jane-Penguin-Classics-Charlotte-Bront%C3%AB/dp/0141441143
https://a.co/d/jkg8rTg


 

shipwrecked nobles. By the play's end, themes of redemption and forgiveness are prominent as 
Prospero forgives his enemies and plans to return to Milan to reclaim his dukedom. 
 
Disclaimers: The play uses Early Modern English, which can be challenging for contemporary 
readers and may include complex metaphors and archaic expressions. The play includes themes 
of betrayal, revenge and implied violence. 
  
Teaching with a Catholic lens: The Tempest offers rich material for teaching through a Catholic 
lens, especially with its themes of forgiveness, redemption, and the moral use of power. 
Prospero's journey from vengeance to forgiveness mirrors the Christian imperative to forgive 
others, reflecting the Lord’s Prayer’s call to "forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us." Prospero’s eventual decision to forgive his usurping brother Antonio and the 
other conspirators can be seen as an embodiment of the Catholic sacrament of reconciliation and 
the virtue of mercy. 
 
The character of Caliban raises questions about human dignity and the consequences of sin and 
redemption. Caliban's complex portrayal invites discussions on the inherent dignity of every 
person, a core Catholic belief, despite his morally ambiguous actions. The play’s exploration of 
power, both magical and political, aligns with Catholic teachings on the responsible and ethical 
use of power, emphasizing that true authority should be exercised with justice and compassion. 
 
Miranda’s innocence and purity, coupled with her eventual betrothal to Ferdinand, highlight the 
sacramental view of marriage in Catholicism. Their relationship, grounded in mutual respect and 
genuine affection, contrasts with the political machinations of other characters and underscores 
the value of a loving and faithful marital union. 
 
Ariel, the airy spirit bound to serve Prospero, can be interpreted as a symbol of obedience and 
service, resonating with the Catholic call to serve God and others with humility and devotion. 
Prospero’s relinquishment of his magical powers at the play’s conclusion can be seen as a 
metaphor for the Christian journey towards spiritual fulfillment and the renunciation of worldly 
attachments in favor of spiritual grace. 
 
Through these themes, "The Tempest" provides a profound exploration of key Catholic values 
such as forgiveness, the responsible use of power, the inherent dignity of individuals, and the 
redemptive power of love and reconciliation. These elements offer a rich foundation for 
discussion and reflection on how Shakespeare’s work aligns with and illuminates Catholic 
teachings. 
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